Corporate
Fundraising –
how you can help

Introducing
Kent MS Therapy Centre

“As soon as you enter the building
you feel the positive energy – Kent
MS Therapy Centre is a profoundly
positive and forward-looking place”

The Kent MS Therapy Centre is a completely self-funded charity with no
statutory or other regular core funding support. We rely on the generosity of
the local community to help us raise the £300,000 a year it costs to keep the
centre running.
There are about 2,000 people in East Kent and more than
100,000 nationally living with MS and it is the
most commonly diagnosed neurological condition in
young people.
There is no cure for MS, however a range of therapies and
treatments alleviate individual symptoms allowing those
living with MS to continue to enjoy a full and active life.
On-going support for those with the condition, their
families and carers makes a significant impact on
quality of life.
That’s why the help of organisations like yours is
so important.

What happens at the centre?
Our new MS Therapy Centre opened in 2015, having been
first established in 1984, and offers first class facilities to
support people affected by MS.
We provide a range of therapies to relieve and treat the
symptoms associated with MS, such as: hydrotherapy,
hyperbaric oxygen therapy, physiotherapy, exercise classes,
counselling and support.
Perhaps most importantly, the Kent MS Therapy Centre is
a social hub that allows members the opportunity to share
experiences, problems or ideas – or just to relax and have
fun with friends.
In this wonderful new state of the art facility we continue
to create a happy, caring and positive environment with
much laughter, carrying on the tradition established when
the original centre first opened in 1984.
Last year we provided over 4,000 treatment sessions and,
with the new and increased therapies now available, we
are expecting this to increase significantly in coming years.

The centre is here to support anyone affected by MS,
whether it be the person with MS, a family member,
carer or friend.
The centre covers the whole of Kent with the next
nearest centre being in Swanley in North Kent.

Our Aims
To radically improve the lives of those with MS, their
families and those who care for them and to be
recognised as the next point of contact following
MS diagnosis:
• by the provision of a range of complementary therapies
and specialist clinics
• by giving advice, support and information to those living
with MS, their carers and families, in an environment
which encourages mutual support and friendship
• by being a Centre of Excellence which enables selfmanagement of the condition

Key Facts
• Kent MS Therapy Centre is entirely self-funding with no
statutory support
• There are an estimated 2,000 people in East Kent and
more than 100,000 nationally who live with MS
• Over the past 32 years Kent MS Therapy Centre has
provided an estimated 83,000 hours of support, therapy
and guidance for people living with MS and their friends
and families
• Simply to keep the Centre open requires £300,000
per year
• We have a paid staff team of 9
• Of the funds raised 70% goes directly into providing
services for members

Getting involved is good
for business
When your company chooses to support a charity such as
the Kent MS Therapy Centre as well as directly helping us
you can use your involvement to:
• increase staff morale through active participation in a
good cause
• build your brand in the local community
• generate business through increased networking
• meet your corporate social responsibility goals
If you adopt the Kent MS Therapy Centre as a charity we
can work with you to make the partnership successful for
us both.

How can you help with
fundraising?
As a corporate fundraising partner you can get involved in
raising money for the centre in many different ways - from
holding internal ad hoc fundraising activities to planning a
structured programme of events and sponsoring of some
of our major charity events throughout the year.
In this pack there are just a few ideas to kick-start your
fundraising, but you can do whatever you want (so long
as it’s legal and ethical!) It doesn’t have to be big or
extravagant, It just needs to be FUN and raise money!
Visit our Corporate Fundraising page on our website,
http://kentmstc.org.uk/fundraising/ for resources to help
you with your plans.

Ideas to get you started
Business 500 group
Our Business 500 group is a great way for local businesses
to support us. By making a regular commitment of £500
per year (or £41.50 per month) you can help us to
secure dependable income – enabling us to better plan
our services.

Collection boxes
A collection box is a simple way of giving our funds a real
boost – any business, large or small, can take collection
boxes into the office or for staff to take home. We’ll coordinate with you to collect the boxes on a regular basis,
usually twice a year at a time to suit you.

Gifts in kind
Almost anything produced or sold by a business can be
given as a ‘gift in kind’ – either for us to resell or use at
the Centre. Other creative gifts in kind that can have a real
impact include:
• adding our literature in with your mailshots, payslips
or invoices
• putting a page about us on your website
You can find out more about gifts in kind from the HM
Revenue & Customs website: https://www.gov.uk/taxlimited-company-gives-to-charity/overview

Employee fundraising
Fundraising for Kent MS Therapy Centre is a great way to
engage staff in a motivating, creative project that helps to
build teams and create a positive corporate image.
Indeed, employee fundraising activities are one of the
single most popular ways for businesses to support us.

Employee donations through payroll
With a Payroll Giving scheme, your employees can donate
to charity directly from their pay before tax is deducted.
It is perhaps the simplest way for you and your employees
to demonstrate their support for local good causes.
Payroll giving schemes are straightforward to set up
and are a great way of engaging your staff in
community investment.

Employee volunteering
Making time for your employees to volunteer in support
of the Kent MS Therapy Centre allows your employees
to work on a specific project and see immediate results.
Working as part of a volunteer team is both good for
morale and it puts members of your staff team ‘out there’
in the community, demonstrating your support in a very
visible way.
Volunteer projects can include:
• Gardening and Landscaping Projects
• Construction Projects
• Events organisation
• Professional Services
• IT Projects

Customer service promotions
You can promote your support of the charity to your
customers and encourage them to join in too, for example
making a donation if they appreciate the service they have
received from you.

Sponsoring an event
Raise your profile by becoming an event sponsor. Each
year there are a number of key events that receive
extensive coverage and support locally.
• Our ‘Month of Sundays’ signature event each summer
• Golf Days
• Charity Ball
• Barn Dance
• Coffee Morning
• Quiz Night

The standard Sponsorship Package would include:
1

2

3

4

Inclusion of your company
logo on all event literature,
posters, leaflets or equipment
associated with the event

Banners and
event T-Shirts
to include your
company logo

Inclusion of your
company logo on
our website/social
media channels

Any articles in media
publications will
reference your
sponsorship of the event

But we can also make specific arrangements that align more closely with your
corporate goals – just tell us about your ideas!

Even more fundraising ideas – A-Z
A

B

C

D

E

Abseil
Auctions
Art Exhibition

Bake Sale
Bag Packing
BBQ
Boot Fair

Cake Sales
Come Dine with Me
Coffee Morning
Cyclothon

Dress Up/Down
Day
Dragon Boat
Racing

Elvis Night
Egg & Spoon race
eBay for Charity
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H

I
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Fashion Show
Football Match
Fete

Guess the... (age,
name, weight)
Golf Day
Gunge your boss

Head Shave
Half Marathon

It’s a Knockout

Just Giving
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Kick a goal
competition

Lunch time quiz

Match funding

National Days

Overseas
Challenge

P

Q

R

S

T

Payroll giving

Quiz Night

Rounders
Competition

Sports Day
Swear Box
Skydive

Tombola
Treasure Hunt
Trash & Treasure
Team Building Day

U

V

W

X

Y

Unwanted Gifts

Vintage
Afternoon Tea
Volunteering

Wine Tasting
Win a day off
work

Xmas party

Yes day

Z
Zumbathon

First Saturday
of every month
from 10am to
12pm at Adisham
Village Hall.

Third Saturday of
every month
from 9am to 12pm
at Kent MS
Therapy Centre.

Tickets cost £5 per
person, and you can
enter teams of up to six.
Bring your own food
and drink.

At Headcorn aerodrome. To
secure your place, we’ll need
a non-refundable deposit of
£100 and you should aim to
raise £500 in sponsorship.

What we’ll do for you
We think it’s important to say thank you for the support
we receive. As a corporate supporter, you can expect this
thank-you in a number of forms.

Press Coverage
We will collaborate with you on press coverage/provide
quotations and photographs/imagery for inclusion in press
releases to ensure that your contribution to the Kent MS
Therapy Centre and its community is clear.

Website
We will trumpet your support on our own website.
Photo thanks to Scott Sinden

Social Media
Your support will be promoted via our social
media channels.

Members’ Newsletters
Include details of your support in our Members’ Newsletter.

Corporate Impact Reports

We will send you our regular supporters’ newsletter that
you can share with your teams to show how the Kent MS
Therapy Centre is benefiting from the support we receive
throughout the year.

We can provide reports and updates for your staff and
customers on how the money your company has raised is
being spent. Motivating for staff and great PR for
the company.
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 Phone: 01227 470876
 Email: fundraising@kentmstc.org
 www.facebook.com/KentMSTherapyCentre
 twitter.com/KentMSTC

www.kentmstc.org
Registered Charity No: 801382. Registered Company No: 2339750
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Bradbury House
Merton Lane North
Canterbury
Kent CT4 7AZ
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